
 

Curriculum Vitae – Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne 

 

Full Name : Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne 

Gender : Male 

Date of Birth : 27/10/1989 

Nationality : Ethiopian 

Language  : Amharic (Mother Tongue) English (Advanced) 

           E-mail: habtamusit@gmail.com  

           Bahir Dar, Ethiopia                                   

           Mobile: +25921288636 

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9651-8634  

Google Scholar: 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=PY7MVEMAAAAJ&hl=en  

Short bio Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne (Ph.D.) is an Assistant Professor of Land Policy and 

Governance in the areas of Land Law, Land Policy, Land Governance and Federalism 

at the Institute of Land Administration, Bahir Dar University (BDU). He Obtained his 

first degree from Wollo University, Ethiopia with LLB (First Degree of Laws) in 

2013. He received his MSc degree in Land Administration and Management, Area of 

Focus in Real Property Law from BDU in 2016. He also obtained MSc Degree in 

Sustainable Management of Resources and Cultural Heritage for Local Development: 

Empowering Higher Education in Africa, University of Politecnico Milano, Italy, in 

2023. His PhD degree is obtained from BDU within DAAD In Country/In Region 

Scholarship in 2021 on "Land Policy and Governance". He is acting as Chair of 

Student's Discipline Committee of Gishabay Campus of BDU, and a private legal 

advocate and consultant. He has published research projects in local and international 

journals. 

Qualification  » Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Land Policy and Governance, BDU, Ethiopia, 2021 

» Master of Science (MSc) in Sustainable Management of Resources and Cultural 

Heritage for Local Development: Empowering Higher Education in Africa, University 

of Politecnico Milano, Italy, May, 2023. 

» Master of Science (MSc) in Land Administration and Management Focus on Real 

Property Law, BDU, Ethiopia, 2016 

» Bachelor of Laws (LLB), School of Law, Wollo University, Ethiopia, 2013  

» Higher Diploma Program (HDP), Certified Professional Teacher Educator, BDU, 

Ethiopia, 2014 

mailto:habtamusit@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9651-8634
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=PY7MVEMAAAAJ&hl=en


Work 

Experience 

» August 19, 2021 up to now, BDU, ILA (Assistant Professor) 

» June 2016 – August 2021, BDU, ILA (Lecturer) 

» October 2013 – June, 2016, BDU, ILA (Assistant Lecturer) 

» January 2022 – to date, course chair of law track teachers, BDU, ILA 

» October 2021 – to date, acting as private legal advocate and consultant  

Selected 

Certificates 

 Certificate, The Political Economy of Land Governance in Africa, 06 – 10 

September, 2021, Organized by PLAAS 

 Certificate, Contested Governance, organized by the Arnold Bergstraesser 

Institute (Freiburg, Germany) 13 September – 1 October 2021 

 Certificate, Certificate of Participation and presentation in the LANDac Annual 

International Conference 2022 on “Governing land for the future. What 

(r)evolutions do we need?” that took place in Utrecht, Netherlands, 29 June – 1 

July 2022. On the session “Ten Years After: A “reality check” on impact 

assessments of infrastructural projects” 

 Certificates of Recognition for Delivering 30 days training for Kebele Level 

Land Administration Professionals July – September 2021, February to July 2022, 

and February to April, 2023 

 Certificate, Land Governance and Development Summer School, Azim Premji 

University, Bangalore and NRMC Center for Land Governance, Bhubaneshwar 

from June 20 to 25, 2022 at Azim Premji University, Bangalore 

 Certificate, Sustainable Land Governance, from the 23
rd

 of November 2022 to the 

23
rd

 of December 2022 Organized by Yilla Training Center, Porto Novo, the 28
th

 

of December 2022 

 Certificate, Land Policy Formulation, Process and Analysis Training organized by 

the Ethiopian Land Administration Professionals Association in Collaboration 

with Feed the Future Ethiopia-Land Governance Activity, December 11 – 15, 

2023, Addis Ababa. 

 Certificate of Recognition from Amhara National Regional State (ANRS) Land 

Bureau for Successful Delivery of a 21 days Training on “Expropriation of 

Landholding for Public Purposes, Payment of Compensation and Resettlement of 

Displaced People” for experts and officials at Dessie, Debretabor and Injibara 

Cities, January, 2023. 

 Letter of Recognition from Optimal Consulting PLC for leading a national 

research project on “Comprehensive Assessment and Policy Brief on Legal and 

Regulatory Constraints Affecting Women‟s Land Rights in Ethiopia, February, 21, 

2024 

 Letter of Recognition from Association for Human Rights in Ethiopia for 

preparing a training manual on women land rights and delivering the training for 

rural women, May 25, 2023 



 Certificate of Participation in the NELGA Masterclass on Food Systems and Land 

Governance in Africa on 16 October 2024 

Selected 

Performed and 

pending 

research 

projects 

» Habtamu Sitotaw, et.al. 2024. Urban Land Governance in Ethiopia: A Synthesis 

towards Holistic Framework for Sustainable Development, on-going research project 

funded by Bahir Dar University 

» Habtamu Sitotaw (2021). Vertical Delegation of Power over Land in Ethiopia: 

Analysis of its Constitutional and Developmental Dilemma, PhD Dissertation, Bahir 

Dar University, Institute of Land Administration. 

» Habtamu Sitotaw, et.al. 2023. Utilizing Water- Energy-Food-Ecosystem Nexus in 

Koga Watershed, Ethiopia, Master‟s Research Project, Msc in Sustainable 

Management of Resources and Cultural Heritage for Local Development: 

Empowering Higher Education in Africa, University of Politecnico Milano. 

» Habtamu Sitotaw. 2016. Administering Land in The Context of the Ethiopian Federal 

System, Master‟s Research Project, Bahir Dar University, July, 2016. 

» Habtamu Sitotaw. 2022. After A decade and Half: Assessment of the Environmental 

and Social Impact of Koga Irrigation and Watershed Management Project, Ethiopia, 

Research Project Funded by LANDac – The Netherlands Land Academy. 

» Habtamu Sitotaw. 2023. Training manual on “Women Rural Land Rights and Social 

Accountability” Funded by Association for Human Rights in Ethiopia /AHRE/, 

January 2023. 

» Habtamu Sitotaw. 2022. The Legislative and Judicial Protection of Women‟s Land 

Rights in Ethiopia, Research Project Funded by Strengthening Capacities in Land 

Governance in Africa (NELGA) and German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). 

» Habtamu Sitotaw and Brightman G/Michael, 2021/2022. Legal Protection and Judicial 

Enforcement of Farmers‟ Land Rights in Ethiopia, Research Project Funded by 

USAID 

» Habtamu Sitotaw, 2023. Lead Researcher on “Comprehensive Assessment and Policy 

Brief on Legal and Regulatory Constraints Affecting Women Land Rights”, Research 

Consultancy for EWLA, Ethiopia Land Governance Activity and Ministry of 

Agriculture and Consulted by Optimal Consultancy PLC.  

» Research Assistant in a project “Meta-Analysis of Socio-Economic Impacts of Land 

Fragmentation in Ethiopia”, The GIZ Land Governance (LaGo) Project, 2023 

» Research Assistant in a project “ Scoping Study on Land Access for Migrants in 

Africa: A Rights-Based Perspective, GIZ African Union Office, 2021 

Publications & 

Under Review  

 Habtamu, S, S. Abebe M.W, Tadesse A.B, Asres, H.B., Assessment of Post-

Expropriation Impacts on the Livelihoods of Displaced Households in 

Ethiopia: A Case Study of the Koga Irrigation Project (2025). Survey Review, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00396265.2025.2518680 



 Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne & Alelegn Wenedem Agegnehu (2025). “Rent 

Control and Tenure Duration in Ethiopia: Reflections on the New Residential 

Housing Rent Control and Administration Law”, 19(1) Mizan Law Review: 

31-62, https://www.ajol.info/index.php/mlr/article/view/292023  

 Mihret Fentahun, Habtamu Sitotaw & Tadesse Amsalu. (2024). Factors 

Influencing Peri-Urban Land Development in Ethiopia: Evidences from 

Assosa City, International Journal of Environmental Protection and Policy 

(IJEPP), (ISSN Online: 2330-7536; ISSN Print: 2330-7528). 

 Habtamu B. Asres, Habtamu S. Semahagne and Abebe M. Wubie. (2023). 

Assessment of the Trends of Urban Land Lease Price from Spatio-temporal 

Perspective in Ethiopia: Evidence from Bahir Dar City, Survey Review, 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00396265.2023.2258653. 

 Brightman Gebremichael and Habtamu Sitotaw. (2022). Legal Protection and 

Judicial Enforcement of Farmers‟ Land Rights in Ethiopia, Muradu Abdo 

(Ed.), Property Law Reform, Addis Ababa University Printing Press, Vol. 11, 

Pp. 157 – 218 (book chapter). 

 Habtamu Sitotaw and Muradu Abdo. (2021). Taking Enforcement of 

Women‟s Land Claims in Ethiopia Seriously, Meron Zeleke (Eds.) Gender, 

Development and Women’s Rights: Ethiopian Perspective (book chapter). 

 Habtamu Sitotaw, Muradu Abdo and Achamyeleh Gashu. (2019). Power of 

Land Administration under the FDRE Constitution, Ethiopian Journal of Law, 

Vol. 31, https://ejol.aau.edu.et/index.php/JEL/article/view/8117/6525  

 Taye Minale and Habtamu Sitotaw. (2016). Converting Old Possessions into 

Lease System in Ethiopia: Decades of Unsuccessful Endeavour, Bahir Dar 

University Journal of Law, 6(1), 

ejol.ethernet.edu.et/index.php/BDUJOL/article/download/1637/1193. 

 Habtamu Sitotaw. (2016). The Power to Administer Land in Ethiopia: 

Scrutinizing Federal Government‟s Legislative Interventions, Bahir Dar 

University Journal of Law, 6(2). 

https://journals.bdu.edu.et/index.php/bdujl/article/view/1247. 

 Habtamu Sitotaw. (2018). Variations in Ethiopian Rural Land Laws and Their 

Implications to Land Administration: Comparative Overview, Journal of Land 

Policy and Governance, 1(1). 

 Habtamu Sitotaw and Brightman G/Michael (2025). Land Governance Power 

Delegation in Federal Systems: Notion, Manner and Country Practices, 

Journal of Federal Studies, Paper under Review  

 Habtamu Sitotaw and Habtamu Bishaw (2025). The Myth and Reality: 

Assessing the State of Women Rural Land Rights in Amhara National 

Regional State, Ethiopia, Journal of African Identities, Paper under Review  

Selected » Paper Presentation at Hawassa University‟s College of Law and Governance 4th 

https://www.ajol.info/index.php/mlr/article/view/292023
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00396265.2023.2258653
https://ejol.aau.edu.et/index.php/JEL/article/view/8117/6525
https://journals.bdu.edu.et/index.php/bdujl/article/view/1247


Conferences, 

Training and 

Workshops 

 

Annual Conference, on “Federalism and Land Governance: Constitutional and 

Institutional Review of Intergovernmental Delegation of Power Over Land in 

Ethiopia”, February 27, 2025 

» Paper Presentation on Utilizing Water- Energy-Food-Ecosystem Nexus in Koga 

Watershed, Ethiopia, Rome, Italy, May 19, 2023 

» Paper Presentation on the 4
th
 International Land Conferences Organized by the ILA, 

BDU on “Federalizing of Land Administration in Ethiopia: Federal Legislative 

Interventions", May 24 – 26, 2019. 

» Paper Presentation on LANDac Annual International Conference 2022, Utrecht from 

29th of June until 1st of July, 2022 on “After A Decade and Half: Assessment of the 

Environmental and Social Impact of Koga Irrigation and Watershed Management 

Project, Ethiopia”. 

» Paper presentation on the 6
th
 International Land Conferences Organized by the ILA, 

BDU on “From Democratic Centralism to „Medemer‟: Analysis of Regional 

Autonomy over Land in the Context of Developmental Trajectory in Post – 1991 

Ethiopia”, June 1 – 2, 2023, Bahir Dar. 

» Training delivered to experts and officials on “Expropriation, Valuation and 

Compensation System in Ethiopia”, Funded by Land Governance Activity in 

collaboration with Ethiopian Land Administration Professionals Association, 

December, 2022 – January, 2023, at Dessie, Debretabor and Injibara Cities. 

» Training delivered to rural women on “Women Rural Land Rights and Social 

Accountability” Funded by Association for Human Rights in Ethiopia /AHRE/, 

January 2023. 

» Training delivered to Rural land administration professionals (for 15 rounds, each 20 

hours) at the Institute of Land Administration, BDU on Federal and Regional Rural 

Land Laws and other Legislations. 

» Community Services in the form of training and free legal aid services for vulnerable 

groups of the community. 

» Professional interview with Ethiopian Press Enterprise about the peace building 

endeavors and prospective actions in Northern Ethiopia following Pretoria Peace 

Agreement between Ethiopian Federal Government and the Tigray People Liberation 

Movement, April, 2023. 

» Participation in the East African Land Administration Network (EALAN) AGM 

2017 held on July 24
th
 –26

th
 , Nairobi, Kenya. 

» Participation in the First Network of Excellence on Land Governance in Africa 

(NELGA), Stakeholders meeting held in Addis Ababa from 12
th
 to 14

th
 November, 

2017. 

» Participation in the Conference on Land Policy in Africa held from 14
th
 – 

17
th
 November 2017 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

» Participation in Workshop on Proposal Writing for Research Projects organized by 



DAAD in Addis Ababa on 16
th
 December, 2017. 

» Participation in the Workshop on Basic Data Processing organized by the DAAD 

Information Center on Saturday 17
th
 November, 2018. 

Invited 

reviewer for 

Peer reviewed 

Journals 

 

» Mizan Law Review 

» Oromia Law Journal 

» Pan African Journal of Governance and Development 

» The International Journal of Ethiopian Legal Studies 

» Bahir Dar University Journal of Law 

» Chokie Journal of Law 

Professional 

Membership  

» Ethiopian Land Administration Professionals Association 

» Eastern Africa Land Administration Network 

» Amhara Regional State Attorneys‟ Association 

References  » Muradu Abdo Srur, PhD (Associate Professor) Addis Ababa University, email: 

muradu1@yahoo.co.nz Mobile: +251911449742 

» Elias Nour Stebek, PhD (Associate Professor), email: elstebek@gmail.com, St. Marry 

University, Addis Ababa, Mobile: +251 11184056  

Declaration I hereby declare that the information above is true 

  

 

Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne 
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Person ID 234270 

Doc.ID 13977/693 
RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND 

CORPORATE RELATIONS 

DIVISION 

Certificate with educational path and ECTS 

We hereby certify that: 

Mr SEMAHAGNE HABTAMU SITOTAW born in MERTU LEMARIAM (ETHIOPIA) on 27/10/1989 achieved the 1st 

level University Master in 

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES AND CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT: 

EMPOWERING HIGHER EDUCATION IN AFRICA 

in this Politecnico on 18/05/2023 

The score is of 105/110. 

Credits are attained in the below listed modules: 

SSD Module ECTS 

4,0 
Module 1: Introductory Module Sustainable 

Development and the Africa Challenge 
ICAR-03; AGR/19; ICAR/07; ICAR/08; SECS-S/04; SECS- 

S/03 

Module 2: Soft Skill: Project/ Research 

Management Innovative Teaching 
10,0 

M-PED/03; L-LIN/12 

AGR01, AGR02, AGR03, AGR08, AGR09, AGR15, AGR16, 

AGR19, SECSP01, VET/06 
Module 3: Sustainable Food module 

Module 4: Sustainable Energy Module 

10,0 

10,0 
ING-IND/10; ING-IND/09; ING-IND/3, ING-IND/31; ING- 

IND/08, ING-IND/09; ING-IND/25 

L-ANT/01, L-ANT/08, L-ANT/09, L-ANT/10, L-ART/01, L- 

ART/04, L-FIL-LET/06, L-LIN/01, L-OR/02, L-OR/05, L- 

OR/07, L-OR/09, L-OR/10, L-OR/11, L-OR/12, L-OR/14, M- 

STO/06, M-STO/07, M-STO/08, M-DEA/01. 

Module 5: Cultural Heritage Module 

Module 6: One Health 

10,0 

3,0 
VET05; MED07; AGR01;MED/13; MED/38; MED/42; 

MED/18 

Project Work 

TOTAL 

13,0 

60 
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Person ID 234270 

Doc.ID 13977/693 
RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND 

CORPORATE RELATIONS 

DIVISION 

Stamp duty paid using the virtual system by authorization of the Ministry of Finance no. 392144/92 dated 20/04/1993. 

Milano, 07/11/2023 (dd/mm/yyyy) 

The Director of Research, Innovation and Corporate Relations Division 

Dott. Federico Colombo 

Digitally signed pursuant to Italian Law - Legislative Decree 7.3.2005, No. 82, as amended 

(subsequent modifications and integrations) 

The officer in charge BALABIO MARINA 

According to Article 40, d.P.R. dated 28th December 2000, n.445, the present certificate is issued solely for 

international use. 

The data reported have been extracted from the computerized archive of Politecnico di Milano according to Legislative 

Decree NO. 39 dated 12th February 1993. 

The authenticity of this document can be verified using the following web address: 

https://aunicalogin.polimi.it/aunicalogin/aunicalogin.jsp?lang=IT&id_servizio=2295&id=3febcb1764ce35b2&__pj0=1&__pj1=5e8cfdf779b17dc5de 

c95079da8b0dac, entering the verification code: 3febcb1764ce35b2 

Data on the academic career is acquired from the statement of attendance issued by the course director and is 

entered manually by the operator. 
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Herewith we certify that 

Habtamu Semahagne 
has successfully participated in the Online Summer School 

“ Contested Governance” 

organised by the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute 
(Freiburg, Germany) 

13 September – 1 October 2021 

The summer school consisted of a variety of lectures, trainings and workshops, related to the broader 
theme of “contested governance”. Those included basic concepts of governance, an assessment of 
existing governance indices, and various policy fields connected to governance, such as 
democratisation, civil society, gender, corruption, elections, constitution & the rule of law, social media 
and risk governance. Skills trainings on “proposal writing & research design”, “scientific video 
production” and “online moderation & remote facilitation” were likewise part of the programme. 

____________________ ____________________ 

Tobias Wolf Dr. Martin Adelmann 

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
Head of Section P32 – “Development Cooperation: 
Partnership Programmes, Alumni Projects 
and Higher Education Management” 
Kennedyallee 50 

Arnold Bergstraesser Institute 
for Sociocultural Research 

at the University of Freiburg 
Executive Manager 

53175 Bonn 
Windausstr. 16 
79110 Freiburg 

www.daad.de www.arnold-bergstraesser.de 



 

 

  

Certificate of Participation 

Presented to: 

Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne 

For his participation in the LANDac Annual International Conference 2022 on 

“Governing land for the future. What (r)evolutions do we need?” that took place in 

Utrecht, Netherlands, 29 June – 1 July 2022. The participant was a presenter in the 

session: 

Ten Years After: A “reality check” on impact assessments of infrastructural projects 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Wytske Chamberlain – van der Werf 

LANDac 



 

 

 

  

Porto Novo, the 28th of December 2022 

Mr. Innocent Antoine HOUEDJI Mr. Marcel Loyd MINKA 
Coordinator of Studies at 

YILAA Training Center 

Executive Director of YILAA 

We believe in youth – 

www.yilaatrainingcenter.org 

Cert. N°0026/2022/Stud.YTC 

STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE 

Has successfully attended and completed the one-month online training on 
Sustainable Land Governance from the 23

rd 
of November 2022 to the 23

rd 
of 

December 2022. 

Dr. Pamela Duran Diaz 
Boar Member of the 
YILAA Training Center 

Mr. Rik Wouter 
Senior Advisor at YILAA 

Training Center 

This serves to confirm that 

Habtamu Sitotaw Semahagne 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Azim Premji 
University 

Manoj P. 
Registrar 

Azim Premji University 

Azim Premji 
University 

Manoj P. 
Registrar 

Azim Premji University 

ISSUED BY THE 





 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

  



  



  



 


