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A b s t r a c t  

Innovation in Africa remains in its infancy, facing numerous 

challenges that hinder progress and economic development. For 

instance, Ethiopia ranks among the lowest in the global innovation 

index, positioned just ahead of three countries out of 133 and ranked 

eighth among ten low-income nations. According to various 

innovation models, universities and higher education institutions are 

critical players in fostering innovation. However, African universities 

have yet to effectively leverage their potential to enhance innovation 

and contribute meaningfully to economic growth. This presentation 

aims to define the role of universities in Africa's innovation 

landscape, emphasizing the urgent need for them to strive for 

innovation. We will explore key solutions, including increased 

investment in research and infrastructure, strengthening partnerships 

with industries, fostering a culture of entrepreneurship, and 

enhancing community engagement. By addressing these areas, 

universities can play a transformative role in bridging innovation 

gaps and driving sustainable development across the continent. 
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