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Bahir Dar University

Motto of Bahir Dar University Mission

“Wisdom at the Source of the Blue Nile” The mission of Bahir Dar University is to
contribute substantially to the nation and beyond
through high quality education, research and
community services.
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Vision
Core Values
The vision of Bahir Dar University is to become > Quality
one of the ten premier research universities in :
- » Discourse
Africa by 2025.

> Innovation
» Integrity
» Democratic culture

» Social responsibility
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A Closer Look at Distance
Education at BDU

By Yenus Nurie (Department of English Language and Literature)

he purpose of this paper is to
I send a sense of appreciation
for what was done better and
to forward a critical reflection on the
possibilities of reforming distance
education so that it provides a
promising educational service to the
public. Thus, this paper seeks not
only to report about what has been
achieved but also to figure out what
were wrong and suggest the possible
ways to avoid them.

Getting a university degree was a
chimera for most of our people.
However, thanks to civilization, we
are observing people graduating
from several universities in the
country in many ways, such as
regular, extension and summer. In
addition, our university is known
even promoting learning through
the distance mode. Undoubtedly,
this program is expected to provide
access for those citizens who could
not attend classes due to limited
accommodation they encounter and
for those who are unfortunate to learn
by any means.

Despite its benefits of providing better
opportunities and access to learning,
distance education has shown little
progress to achieve educational
excellence as a result of which created
disappointing outcomes on quality
education. It has also challenged and
embarrassed teachers. As a teacher,
I was incredibly nervous about the
disorganized practices of distance
education unit in the last couples of
years. Frankly speaking, it upset me
like one of the hardest parts of my
life. Hence, as a distance education
tutor, invigilator and exam paper
corrector for the last few years, I
think, it is my moral duty to reflect
on the ongoing efforts of our distance
education program and thereby
address concerns that can deter the
overall goals of the program.

To begin with, 1 was certainly
impressed more than ever since I
knew distance education program,
for I observed some new wonderful
practices that could demonstrate a
glimmer of hope in improving the
efficiency of distance education.
Although small in scale and still the
program is at its infancy, [ was able to
observe a little progress that should
be appreciated. Besides launching
the SIMS that has turned out to be
successful like regular students,
distance education has made a
huge progress in structuring exam
rooms to contain as small students
as possible. I saw the zeal and
commitment of the coordinators and
its staff to accomplish exam sessions
successfully, and this interested me.

Thinking that the distance program
made strong orientation to examinees
to arrive earlier than usual, I observed
little or no disruption of the exam
sessions. On top of this, the effort
made by the program to reach out
the learners by providing transport
services before and after the exam
was unusual for me and, I think, the
program deserves more appreciation.

Nevertheless, even with the minor
problems I do not wish to pursue, I
saw some examinations that were
not well-edited and proof-read. For
example, some exam questions
seemed to lack clear instructions, and
still others require revision as it was
possible to get a question repeated two
or more times in the examination. The
other disgusting and unprofessional
act that embarrassed me was that [
found very few invigilators who left
examinees alone while they were
seen sitting somewhere far from
controlling properly. In other words,
incoherent examinations procedures
were held as finding some invigilators
sitting aside somewhere in the class
which strict control was found to be
pointless.

Apart from this, 1 hear teachers
here and there blaming the unit, for
the slow disbursement which they
were unable to secure their overtime
payment even after three months they
accomplished their tasks. This recent
trend must be revisited as it is contrary
to the law which requires employers
to pay their employees in a timely
manner. It is also a fundamental
cause for customers’ dissatisfaction.

In brief, to sustain what has been
attained and fix the serious concerns
mentioned above, 1 suggest that
distance education should set up
two sub-units under the supervision
of the program. First, the program
should be committed to establishing
invigilator evaluation mechanisms
like the one that the program had
started assessing its tutorial sessions
a year ago although I haven’t seen
any since then. It also needs to set up
exam coordinating and supervising
units that ensure the efficiency and
quality of examinations. By doing
so, I hope the program will get a
better sense of examining students
in more accountable ways in the
future. On the whole, customers as
well as the university will be grateful
if the glimmers of hope that we are
observing in recent months are further
strengthened by acknowledging
what has been done and finding
urgent solutions to examination and
invigilator malpractices.
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Save the Oxen for Your

Survival

Chalachew Tarekegne (PhD Candidate)
Department of Civics and Ethical Studies

he beginning of agriculture was
I a revolutionary development
in early Africa. Gradually,
it led to greater economic, social
and political changes. In the era
of the Stone Age, Africans had
lived by hunting wild animals and
by gathering plant foods such as
berries, seeds, and roots. People who
lived near lakes and rivers fished
for much of their food. The hunters
and gatherers lived in small groups.
As the seasons changed, the groups
could thus move easily from place
to place to follow the migrations of
animals and to search for plant foods.
But, after people learned how to
grow crops, tame and raise animals,
they no longer had to move about to
get food. They could then establish
permanent settlements.

Agriculture spread in Africa over
thousands of years ago although
no one knows for certain when or
where it began on the continent. In
parts of Africa, agriculture probably
was introduced by people who
had migrated from other places. In
some other areas, the people may
have experimented with native wild
grasses and eventually figured out
how to grow the grasses as cultivated
grains. Many experts believe that
farming began in the Middle East and
then spread westward into northern
Africa. Some experts believe that
Africans in other areas, including
the present day Ethiopia and Kenya,
may have developed agriculture on
their own even earlier. (Source: The
World Book Encyclopaedia: 1994).

Let’s ponder over the matter. It
seems sensible to hypothesise that
agriculture is native to Ethiopia,
and hence we have had thousands of
years farming experiences. But, it is
to be regretted that almost 95% of the
smallholder farmers in Ethiopia are
still using primitive way of farming
which forced them lead their lives
below the poverty line. Though there
are efforts made by both federal and
regional governments to solve the
problems and help each farmer benefit
from agricultural research findings
and innovative farming approaches,
many more farmers are still suffering
from food insecurity and remain
vulnerable to different diseases and
pestilences. Thus, confronting this
still needs lot of endeavours from
the research community of Ethiopia
in general and regional satellites in
particular.

Due to large number of deeply
ingrained problems in the sector,
it would be impractical to think
that government can alleviate
all the problems by itself alone.

Researchers who are competent
in producing articles in reputable
international journals in the field
should enthusiastically maximize
their full potential by innovating
new technology to replace the
very traditional farming methods.
Government, researchers, and
farmers have to create merit-based
alliance to maximize productivity
through proper applications of
modern  farming methods by
merging it through the capabilities
of indigenous wisdoms. Unlike the
present trends, we should not only
encourage farmers to take part on
the extension packages to increase
productivity but also teach advise
and train them to be Agriculture
Smart Professionals.

It is important to note that the
dependency on foreign aid for the
last fifty years to modernize our
agriculture has not always been
beneficial for the poor helpless
farmers of  Ethiopia.  Hence,
researchers who aspire to build
“Basket Bread Ethiopia” must devote
their effort until they achieve their
goals. It is a well-known fact that
aid projects except some of them are
rarely contributing for the national
goal of the country. Surprisingly,
many of these aid projects made the
people develop dependency. Worst
of all, since many loans call for high
interest payments, donor countries
end up with more financial benefits
than the receiving countries like
Ethiopia.

The aim of this piece of personal
reflection is not to provide evidence
about the ancient lineage of
agriculture to Greater Abyssinia,
but to examine one of the future
challenges of Ethiopian agriculture in
the coming thirty-fifty years. In fact,
national policy makers have given
due recognition to the prevailing
effects of the following mega trends:
population pressure, climate change,
food insecurity, natural resources
depletion; and overall, bio-system
disintegration, yet lots of endeavours
are still needed to solve problems
associated with them.

The tragedy now is that Ethiopian
oxen are swiftly disappearing from
our lives. The core purpose of this
piece of reflection is; therefore,
to exhort people to give due
consideration on the survival of the
engines of Ethiopian Agriculture-
Oxen. Indeed, Ethiopians are proud
of having oxen, for they are credited

for our success. Thus, I contend that

continued on page 10
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Save the Oxen ...

continued from page 6

the agriculture sector will be exacerbated by the shortage of oxen unless

urgent solution is given. In addition, we will be challenged if we cannot

replace the use of oxen with machines affordable to the poor.

Leaving the task of investigating the problem in depth for researchers in

the field, let me now, pinpoint my practical observations to figure out the

magnitude of the real potency of the danger in the future. First, the present

trends show that oxen are not selected purposefully. To illustrate, I think, best

ploughing oxen available in the market should not be slaughtered although

the farmer has the right to sell. In connection, the price of oxen has been

increasing alarmingly from time to time, which indicates that it may not be

affordable for the poor. Consequently, many farmers may be displaced from

their farm for survival.

On the whole, the backbone of our economy will be at risk, for the reasons

I discussed above. Therefore, I argue that we have no more choice except

organizing a multilateral “Save the Oxen” promotion, and striving tirelessly

for its achievement.
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Fig 2: Turn the Oxen back to their Original Job!
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Chinese Language Teaching Scheme

he Chinese language
Tteaching scheme  was

launched on March 24, 2014
by two Chinese instructors -- Mr.
Haisheng Duan and a volunteer
Mr. Changpan Shi. The first batch
of learners was 25 teachers and 70
students who were grouped into
three sections.

The program is the result of the
cooperation  agreement made
between Bahir Dar University and
Addis Ababa-based Confucius
Institute of China. In light of this
agreement, Confucius Institute
Head quarter assigns Chinese
instructors and volunteers
according to the requirements of
each teaching center.

Initially, the program was a
Chinese language teaching point
at BDU. With the support of the
president of BDU, Dr. Baylie, the
vice-president, Dr. Matebe, and
with the great help of the program
coordinator, Dr. Seyoum, the dean
of the faculty of Humanities, and
of course the support of each and
every staff and student, now this
program has been upgraded to
Confucius Classroom in November
2015. The wupgrading entitles
us to applying for 1,000 copies
of books donated by Confucius
Institute Headquarters in Beijing,
now we have finished the online
application; the Headquarters
are organizing our books and
teaching materials. These books
are expected to be shipped to Bahir
Dar no later than the end of June.

On 22" January, 2016 at the
meeting of Dr. Matebe, Dr.
Seyoum and Miss Shen, the
director of Addis Ababa Confucius
Institute, BDU leaders said that
three classrooms will be granted
for Chinese Language learning
after the building located at
Business and Economics campus
is completed. Then a library room
will be set up.

On 24™ February, 2016 after
lunchtime, Dr. Baylie, the president
of BDU paid us a surprise visit, of
course a pleasant and encouraging
one. He talked about our future
plan. He even drew the layout
of the three classrooms. He
enthusiastically asked us about

our problems here at BDU and
vowed to solve them. For example,
when we informed him that we
needed two tables to install the
computers on, he immediately
called the relevant department
director so that the available
computers were ready to put into
use. He also made a proposal that
a Chinese Food Culture Festival
be held and he would link us to
the hotel restaurant. Now the staff
of Chinese Language Teaching
Center (CTC) at BDU is making a
detailed plan for the activity.

Now the Chinese Language and
Culture Club is to be opened
for all the staff and students.
Many cultural and educational
resources are stored in our
electronic  repositories.  These
materials are classified into photo

Dr. Wenxia Zhang
Confucius Classroom at BDU

students with opportunities to take
part in the Summer Camp, Winter
Camp in Beijing every year.

The resource center has been
designed to help students use the
learning materials. It will also make
maximum effort to accommodate
and communicate with students so
that their problems will be solved
in time. To this end, teachers will
always be available in the resource
center for questions and extra help.

At the Club, the students will have
good opportunities to learn how to
make the Chinese Knot knitting,
and learn to write Chinese
calligraphy, and practice using
chopsticks. In short, the Chinese
Language and Culture Club
located at Wisdom Tower situated
on the 3 floor (office number 304)

gallery, Chinese music, Chinese
movies, HSK, Chinese Learning
downloaded and online sources
and handicrafts. Each has many
subdivisions, for example, the
photo gallery includes pictures
of scenic spots, Chinese cuisine,
traditional Chinese apparel
and characteristically Chinese
architecture. Chinese music is
sub-classified into popular songs,
classic songs and folk songs, to
list a few. Chinese movies contain
Jackie Cheng and Jet Li and many
other internationally well-known
film stars. HSK is an internationally
Chinese Language examination
organized by the Chinese
government. It grants students
many priorities of applying for
scholarship to go to China for MA
and Ph. D. Also HSK provides the

is designed to be one where you
can experience Chinese culture
and learn Chinese well.

In light of these views, the staffs
of the Chinese Language Teaching
Center (CTC) of Confucius
Classroom at BDU hold a strong
belief that all the participants will
benefit a lot from the training.

CLT extends its Chinese
language teaching program
to HUAWEI at Bahir Dar

With the invitation of HUAWEI
Mobile Company at Bahir Dar, we
offer Chinese language education
to the Ethiopian employees of this
company since 20th, February.
The class begins at 10:00 and ends
at11:30 every Saturday morning.
So far there are more than 15 locals
who are taking the Chinese class
three times. The Amhara Regional
Executive Manager Mr. Li Pei
said learning Chinese is good
both for the local employees and
for HUAWEIL. It helps to build a
better teamwork and to establish a
more smooth communication. He
hopes Chinese Language Teaching
Center at Bahir Dar University can
carry on the program.
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Photo Gallery

BDU signing
Memorandum
of
Understaning
(MoU) with
Gambela
University

- : |
BDU’s top management and intellectuals talk about
BDU-VLIR-VOS-IUC program
To follow the latest news about BDU, check out our
website:-
http://www.bdu.edu.et
facebook page:-
www.facebook.com/bduethiopia
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